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UNCLAS BANGKOK 2618 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, TH 

SUBJECT: ELECTION DEVELOPMENTS 

1. DURING HIS REGULAR "MEET THE PEOPLE" TV PROGRAM FEBRUARY 5, 
PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT PRAMOT REAFFIRMED THAT THE ELECTIONS 
WOULD DEFINITELY TAKE PLACE ON APRIL 4, SPECIFICALLY DISCOUNTING 
AS GROUNDLESS ROMORS THAT A COUP WOULD TAKE PLACE BEEORE THE 
ELECTIONS. HE ALSO RECONEIRMED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD SET 
UP A SPECIAL "INDEPENDENT" COMMITTEE TO SUPERVISE AND CONTROL 
THE APRIL 4 ELECTIONS. HOWEVER, HE DID NOT DISCLOSE THE IDENTITY 

OF MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE OR WHAT ITS POWERS WOULD BE. HE ALSO 
MADE AN IMPASSIONED PLEA FOR VOTERS TO VOTE FOR THE PARTY AND NOT 
THE PERSON. HE SAID THAT ONE BIG PARTY MUST EMERGE FROM THE 
ELECTIONS WITH A MAJORITY OF SEATS SO THAT IT COULD SET UP A 
GOVERNMENT WHICH IS STABLE AND COULD RESTORE PEACE AND ORDER TO 
THE COUNTRY. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL OE THE 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF THAILAND (SPT), WIRAT SAKCHIRAPAPONG, TOLD 
REPORTERS ON EEBRUARY 5 THAT THE SPT WOULD NOT ANNOUNCE ITS LIST 
OF CANDIDATES IN ADVANCE BECAUSE NAMING THE CANDIDATES WOULD 
MAKE THEM TARGETS EOR ELIMINATION (I.E., ASSASSIONATION). 
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3. ON FEBRUARY 4, SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER COL. SOMKHIT SISANGKHOM 
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TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE SPT IS IN DIRE FINANCIAL STRAITS WITH 
ONLY BAHT 90,000 TO SUPPORT ALL SPT CANDIDATES. HE ESTIMATED 
THAT THE MINIMUM AMOUNT EACH CANDIDATE REQUIRED FOR CAMPAIGN 
EXPENSES WAS BAHT 30,000. 
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